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The final sequence in the Shimer core curriculum begins with study of the oldest written works that have survived in more than a fragmentary form.  The first course in the sequence stretches through the late Middle Ages, spanning four millennia in all.  We will study and discuss works of mythological, religious, philosophical, scientific, and political significance, works which will enhance our understanding of the history of the world in general and the history of ideas in particular.

There will be two general requirements for the course: class participation and the authorship of several protokolls.  

Class participation involves careful and thorough preparation and serious intellectual involvement in class discussion, all of which should have become routine during the period of your tenure at Shimer.  Attendance is to be regarded as mandatory.  Absences may occasionally be unavoidable, but any student missing more than five class sessions might not be able to earn a passing grade in the course.  Latenesses and departures during class will count as partial absences.  

Protokolls are thoughtful reflections on the materials discussed in the previous class session.  They are to be presented both orally and in writing at the beginning of the class sessions for which they are due.  If they are not, the student in question will receive a grade of zero for that protokoll.  Any protokoll that is given after class is scheduled to begin will be graded down for lateness.  

Grading will be done on a 60-40 basis, with 60% of the student’s final grade based on whichever grade (class participation or protokolls) is higher.

As the Course Calendar indicates, we will normally meet four times weekly, once each on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.  Breaks and other dates on which class will not meet are also listed on the Course Calendar.  You will need to pay close attention to the Course Calendar so that you do not inadvertently miss any class sessions, including the one scheduled at the beginning of Writing Week.  Several of the readings on the calendar are listed as “TBA.”  Information about specifics will be distributed during the semester.

The Integrative Studies 5-6 sequence is one of the most rewarding in the entire Shimer curriculum.  I expect that our classes will be marked by excellent preparation and thought-provoking conversation.  We owe that to each other, and to ourselves.
COURSE TEXTS – Integrative Studies 5

(in order of appearance)

Epic of Gilgamesh
Inanna, Queen of Heaven and Earth

“Genesis,” “Exodus,” “Deuteronomy,” “Ezekiel,” “Daniel” (in The New 

Jerusalem Bible) 
Hesiod, Theogony (in Works and Days and Theogony)
Homer, Iliad

Aeschylus, Orestaia

Sappho’s poetry (in Sappho)
Herodotus, Persian Wars (in Portable Greek Historians)
Thucydides, Peloponnesian War (in Portable Greek Historians)
Plato, Republic

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, On the Heavens

Ptolemy, Almagest

Cicero, On the Commonwealth
Vergil, Aeneid

Epictetus, Handbook

Tacitus, “Germania” (in Agricola and Germania)

“Matthew,” “Revelation” (in The New Jerusalem Bible)
Augustine, City of God

Quran (selection to be distributed)

Hyman and Walsh, Philosophy in the Middle Ages

Justinian, Digest of Roman Law

Beowulf

Marie de France, Lais

Hildegard of Bingen, Anthology

Adams, Mont Saint Michel and Chartres

Dante, Inferno

Dante, Purgatorio and Paradiso (selections to be distributed)

COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. Demonstrate understanding and synthesis of original materials from throughout the history of Western Civilization with fourth-year college-level comprehension.

2. Cite and explain the essential intellectual features of the major epochs in Western history.

3. Show ability to summarize complex arguments, describe the logic of an argument, and explain how rhetorical form shapes an argument.

4. Show ability to analyze, synthesize, and discuss many types of texts thoughtfully and respectfully.

5. Demonstrate awareness of the intended and unintended ambiguities in a variety of types of narrative.

COURSE CALENDAR – Integrative Studies 5
Aug 26
Epic of Gilgamesh pp 61-125
Aug 29 
Bible: “Genesis” Chapters 1-24
Aug 30
Bible: “Exodus” Chapters 1-23; “Deuteronomy” Chapters 4-5

Aug 31
Inanna pp 3-89   
Sept 2 
Inanna pp 91-111, 177-199

Sept 5 
NO CLASS
Sept 6
Bible: “Ezekiel” Chapters 1-4, 8-10, 26-28; “Daniel”

Sept 7
Theogony pp 61-103
Sept 9
Iliad Books I-VI
Sept 12
Iliad Books VII-XV
Sept 13
Iliad Books XVI-XIX
Sept 14
Iliad Books XX-XXIV
Sept 16
NO CLASS
Sept 19
Orestaia: “Agamemnon” 
Sept 20
Orestaia: “Libation Bearers”
Sept 21
Orestaia: “Eumenides”
Sept 23
Sappho (plus viewing of Greek architecture)
Sept 26
Greek Historians: Herodotus pp 29-81
Sept 27
Greek Historians: Herodotus pp 81-103, 111-115, 131-157
Sept 28
Greek Historians: Thucydides pp 218-265

Sept 30
Greek Historians: Thucydides pp 265-323

Oct 3
Republic Books I-II
Oct 4
Republic Books III-IV
Oct 5
Republic Books V-VII (521b)
Oct 7
NO CLASS
Oct 10 
Republic Books VII (521c)-X
Oct 11
Nicomachean Ethics Books I-III.4, V
Oct 12
Nicomachean Ethics Books VIII, IX 3-6 & 10-12, X
Oct 14
On the Heavens Book I Ch 1-4 & 8-12, Book II Ch 4-14
Oct 17
Almagest Book I Ch 1-9 & 12, Book V 11-16, Book IX 1-3 & 6
Oct 18
On the Commonwealth Book I

Oct 19
On the Commonwealth Books III & VI

Oct 21
Aeneid Books 1-4
Oct 24
Aeneid Books 5-8

Oct 25
Aeneid Books 9-12

Oct 26
Handbook (Enchiridion) pp 11-29
Oct 28
Agricola and Germania: “Germania” pp 101-141
Oct 31
TBA (viewing of Roman arts)

Nov 1
Bible: “Matthew”
Nov 2
Bible: “Revelation”
Nov 4
City of God Book I 1-12 & 29-36, Book XIV 1-15 & 27-28
Nov 7
City of God Book XIX
Nov 8
City of God Book XXII 1-7, 22-30
Nov 9
Digest of Roman Law selections TBA
Nov 11
Beowulf

Nov 14
Quran selections 
Nov 15
Philosophy in the Middle Ages, pp 283-291, 297-311
Nov 16
Philosophy in the Middle Ages, pp 480-488, 516-527
Nov 18
Lais
Nov 21
Hildegard of Bingen selections TBA
Nov 22
NO CLASS
Nov 23
NO CLASS

Nov 25
NO CLASS
Nov 28
Mont Saint Michel and Chartres, selections TBA (plus viewing of medieval architecture)
Nov 29
Inferno, Cantos I-XI
Nov 30
Inferno, Cantos XII-XXII

Dec 2
Inferno, Cantos XXIII-XXXIV
Dec 4/5
Purgatorio and Paradiso selections 
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