SHIMER COLLEGE






FALL, 2011
SOCIAL SCIENCES 1:  WEEKEND
Eileen Buchanan, Instructor

Home:  (262) 697-0862

Office:  (312) 235-3524


e-mail:  e.buchanan@shimer.edu
Social Sciences 1 enables us to explore questions concerning relations of individuals (selves, persons, egos) to groups (others, aggregates, collectives, communities, cultures, societies).  Ultimately, we will be asking what it means to be human.  Thus, we study ourselves; the question we ask is us.  This has advantages and disadvantages; things can get murky, can cause us to question ourselves in uncomfortable ways.  Be sensitive to others in our class.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:


1) Social Sciences 1 is a Designated Writing Course.  The faculty has determined that in writing courses, all papers must be turned in in order to pass the course.  There will be four papers and two in-class (timed) writings.  In addition, you will be required to re-write at least one of your papers.  A serious and effective rewrite may increase your grade in the writing section of the course.  You may rewrite ALL of your papers should you choose to do so, and you may rewrite any of your papers as many times as you wish .

Although I will put a grade on each paper, your grade in the writing section of the course will not depend on the grades you receive on your papers.  Instead, I will be grading this section of the course on the seriousness with which you approach the writing process and the amount of effort and improvement I see in your papers.

Please note:  Soc. 1 has been assigned a special slot which occurs during the final period on Saturday.  We will be using this time to address various aspects of writing, including using it for timed writing, individual meetings, and group workshops.  It is part of your required time, but we will not always use the entire period.  

The papers, in-class essays, and re-writes will comprise 50% of your grade in the course.  
2)  Discussion will make up the remaining 50% of your grade.  Good discussion happens when careful preparation has taken place, when participants come into the class with respect for the text and for one another.  Bring in your questions as well as your opinions; be ready to change those opinions if you are offered persuasive evidence.  A discussion is not about defending previous positions; it is about coming together to explore the meanings of a text.  Try to leave prejudice concerning authors or their positions aside as you read; a good discussion may confirm or change your position, but it will certainly clarify it.  Empathic listening, considered speaking, genuine questions and openness to the opinions of others will help discussion flow.

A good discussion also depends on a group that learns to trust one another so that real intellectual and emotional risks can be taken.  Thus, discussion is not only an individual achievement, but also a group activity.  Note that you cannot participate in a discussion which you do not attend; lateness and absence will hurt you because it hurts the class.  Therefore, if you miss more than three class sessions, you will be subject to being dropped from the class.  

THE BOOKS:


Benedict, 
Patterns of Culture

Du Bois, 
The Souls of Black Folk


Durkheim
Suicide

Freud,

Five Lectures; New Introductory Lectures

Gilligan,
In a Different Voice


James, 

Psychology, The Briefer Course

Marx,

in Tucker, The Marx-Engles Reader

Weber

The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
Class Packet:  Choderow, Family Structure and Feminine Personality; Freud, The Case of Miss Elisabeth Von R; Kohlberg, Moral Stages and Moralization; Mills, The Establishment and Defeat of Hierarchy, Piaget, Moral Feelings and Judgments, Ortner, Is Female to Male as Nature is to Culture? And So, Is Female to Male as Nature is to Culture?; Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments(excerpts); Weiner, Cultural Difference and the Density of Objects.
Reference:  Harvey, Writing with Sources
THE SYLLABUS:

WEEKEND I (August 20/21)

Session 1:  Benedict (Ch. 1-3 and 7-8)


Session 2:  Benedict:  Reports on Cultures (Chapters 4, 5, and 6)

Session 3:  Mills, “The Establishment and Defeat of Hierarchy” and Weiner, “Cultural Difference and the Density of Objects”


WEEKEND II (September 10/11)
Session I:  DuBois, :  “The Forethought”; “Of Our Spiritual Strivings”; “Of 

the Dawn of Freedom”; “On the Wings of Atalanta”
Sessions II and III:  Durkheim, Preface, Introduction, Book II (ch. 1, 2, and 3--    parts 1, 2, and 6—and ch. 4 and 5), Book III (ch. 3)

WEEKEND III (October 1/2)

Session I:  Freud, Five Lectures (all)


Session II:  Freud, New Introductory Lectures, #31,32,33


Session III:  The Case of Miss Elisabeth Von R

WEEKEND IV (October 22/23)


Sessions I and II:  James, “Habit,” Consciousness,” “Self,” “Emotion,” “Will”

Session III:  Piaget and Kohlberg (in course packet)

WEEKEND V (November 12/13)


Sessions I and II:  Gilligan (all)


Session III: Chodorow and Ortner (in course packet)

Note:  the writing session this weekend will be used for in-class writing on psychology
WEEKEND VI (December 3/4)


Session I:  Smith (in course packet)

Sessions II and III:  Marx (in Tucker), pp. 70-105, 133-35, 203-18, “The Communist Manifesto”

WEEKEND VII (December 17/18)


Sessions I and II:  Weber (all)


Session III:  Course wrap-up


Note:  the writing session this weekend will be used for in-class writing on Weber


ALL RE-WRITES ARE DUE ON THIS WEEKEND.  Late papers will not be accepted.
SOCIAL SCIENCES 1:  FIRST WRITING ASSIGNMENT

DATE DUE:  MONDAY, AUGUST 29TH (by email:  e.buchanan@shimer.edu)
Note:  consider your paper submitted only when you receive a return email from me stating that it has arrived.  Otherwise, re-send or contact me by phone.
Option 1:  Create a dialogue between Benedict, Weiner, and Mills. Concentrate on what you take to be their outlook on what the anthropologist does and the way(s) in which s/he accomplishes that task.  Wherever possible, use direct quotations. When you use a quotation, put the page number in parentheses afterwards.

Option 2:  Write a letter from Ruth Benedict to one of the other anthropologists we read, commenting on the observations made, the methods used, and the assumptions inherent in that process.  Again, wherever possible use direct quotations both from Benedict and from your other author and place the page number in parentheses after the quotation.
Option 3:  Construct a straight-forward essay in which you use all three readings from this weekend to describe the discipline of Anthropology—its goals, methods, and assumptions.  Use correct form in citations (see Harvey, Writing with Sources)

Papers should be 3-5 pages long.  Proofread your paper before you send it in.
SOCIAL SCIENCES 1:  SECOND WRITING ASSIGNMENT

Below you will find a series of suggestions for your second paper.  You may create your own topic if none of these appeal to you.  HOWEVER, your topic must include a significant exploration of Durkheim’s Suicide.

1) Social thinking at the present time has no more important task before it

than that of taking adequate account of cultural relativity.  In the fields 

of both sociology and psychology the implications are fundamental, and

modern thought about contacts of peoples and about our changing standards 

is greatly in need of sane and scientific direction.  (Benedict, 278)

Instead of contenting himself with metaphysical reflection on social themes,

the sociologist must take as the object of his research groups of facts clearly 

circumcised, capable of ready definition, with definite limits, and adhere

strictly to them.  (Durkheim, 36)


How similar do you find Benedict’s and Durkheim’s commitments to objectivity 

within their fields of study?  Compare and contrast their attitudes and the implications of those attitudes.

2) Consider Durkheim’s chapter on “Altrusitic Suicide”.  What purpose(s) might he have in choosing to include a form of suicide in which he could find no available statistics?  What is the essence of his argument in this chapter?  How convinced are you that the military of his time fits into this category?  What specific things either convince you or fail to do so?

3) Discuss Durkheim’s attitude toward education.  Be specific.

4) Observe various places  in which Durkheim uses disease as a metaphor for suicide.  What does this metaphor reveal about Durkheim’s attitude towards suicide?  What effect does it have on you as a reader?

5) Make the case from the text that, in fact, Durkheim’s book is less about                  suicide than it is about sociology,  Then explain why suicide is an effective 

topic to put forth as an example of sociological method.

6) Explain the significance of Tables XXI and XXII (pp. 177 and 178).  

DATE DUE:  MONDAY, OCTOBER 4TH  AT THE START OF WORKSHOP.

LENGTH:  3-5 pages

NOTE:  your paper must be typed and as free from error as you can manage. 

SOCIAL  SCIENCES 1:  THIRD WRITING ASSIGNMENT (FREUD)

Explicate ONE of the following Freudian terms:


Ego



Id


Super-ego


Conscious/Unconscious


Instinct


Repression


Anxiety

Although you may have to use more than one of these terms to explain the term you choose, be sure to concentrate on only ONE.

In discussing the term you choose, you may want to consider some of the following:


Pleasure/Unpleasure Principle


Libido


Aggression


Resistance


Symptom


Conversion


Sublimation



Pre-conscious

After you have thoroughly explored the ways in which Freud uses your chosen term, you may choose to comment about his use of the term—in what ways it may have enlightened you, in what ways you might question it, etc.  

DATE DUE:  Thursday, October 21st at the START of Writing Workshop.

LENGTH:  3-5 pages

NOTE:  Your paper must be word-processed and as free from errors as you can make it.

SOC. 1:  WRITING WORKSHOP





ll/22

Part I:  self-analysis
(1/2 hour)

KEEP YOUR OWN PAPER.  Re-read it in light of the following:

1) Look carefully for the kind of mistakes any grader would mark:  

incomplete sentences or sentences strung together with commas

misspellings or typos

mistaken words (“to” for “too” etc.)

      Identify these mistakes on a separate sheet of paper.

2) Check how often you use the passive voice (“is” or “was”).  If you are using it more than a few times per page, see how many you can change to active verbs.  Again, use your separate paper.

3) Now start reading for more challenging things.  Begin by checking out your            first paragraph.  Is it as effective as it might be?  Is your central idea clear?  Is it stated forcefully?  Note:  if you chose to place your central idea elsewhere in the paper, explain on your separate sheet what you were trying to accomplish in your first paragraph and assess how well you did so.

4) Moving paragraph by paragraph through your paper, check to see how your ideas flow from one paragraph to the next.  Note where you think you might need transitional words, phrases, or sentences to clarify.

5) Check your quotations and paraphrases.  Each direct reference to the text needs to be imbedded in the paper.  If the reference or quotation needs to be more clearly introduced or explained, do so on the separate sheet of paper.

If you have not directly referred to the text, make sure to indicate places in your paper where you could do so and what you would say or quote.  If more than ¼ of the body of your paper is quotations or paraphrases, you will need to say more.  Suggest on your separate sheet of paper where you might do this.

6) Examine your final paragraph.  Does it really come to a conclusion?  Is it interesting?  Analyze its effectiveness on your separate paper.

Give your paper the grade you think I would give it based on the above criteria.

NOW:  give your paper to someone else in your group.  DO NOT give that person your analysis.

Part Two:  analysis of another (1/2 hour)

Perform the same process as you did for your own paper on the paper you have been given. Be as clear as possible.  DO NOT mark on the paper.  Write your remarks on a separate sheet.

NOTE:  if you think your author has mis-read the quotation or Marx’s text, be explicit about the problem you see. 

Sign your remarks.

Part Three:  review (10 minutes):

Take possession of your own paper and the remarks written by your classmate.  Respond to those remarks in writing if you care to do so.

RETURN TO THE CLASSROOM  TEN MINUTES BEFORE THE END OF THE CLASS PERIOD (3:40 or 5:10, depending on which class you’re in).   

