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Shimer College President Steps Down

Shimer College, the Great Books College of Chicago, has announced that its 13th president, Thomas K.
Lindsay, will be stepping down effective immediately. Long-time trustee Edward Noonan, chairman of
Chicago Associates Planners & Architects, has been named interim president until the college undertakes
a search for a new president.

Mr. Lindsay accepted the Shimer presidency in June 2008 and assumed formal leadership of the college
in January 2009. During his tenure, he brought fiscal responsibility to the college by insisting upon
balanced annual budgets and eliminating the college’s trailing deficit. Chairman of the Board Christopher
Nelson said, “We are grateful to Tom Lindsay for his financial leadership over the past year and a half
and wish him well in his future endeavors.” When asked about the change in leadership, Mr. Nelson said
“Shimer continues to face many challenges, but we are fortunate to have an experienced leader like Ed
Noonan ready to step in and assist us through this transition.”

Former Chairman of the Board, Edward Noonan is a 20 year veteran of Shimer College and was named
Trustee Emeritus in 2000. Said Mr. Nelson, “Ed Noonan is uniquely positioned both as someone who
understands the long history of Shimer, but also as someone who understands the necessity of improving
the administrative structures within the college. We look forward to Ed working with faculty & staff,
alumni, students, and the Board of Trustees to continue the good efforts currently being undertaken by the
college administration until we search for our next president.”

Through the years Mr. Noonan has been actively engaged in professional and civic activities at the
University of Chicago and throughout the Chicago area. No stranger to the IIT campus, Edward Noonan
conducted his graduate studies in architecture under Mies Van Der Rohe. Now a renowned Chicago
architect, Mr. Noonan currently serves as Chairman of the Board of Chicago Associates Planners &
Architects where he has most recently overseen innovative and eco-friendly development projects for
Tryon Farm.

Mr. Noonan is now charged with continuing his recent efforts to strengthen internal structures, reach out
to the Chicago community and college supporters, and respond to the new energy of Shimer alumni. “I'm
grateful to once again have the opportunity to serve Shimer College. I am looking forward to helping an
institution with such a unique and noble educational mission,” said Mr. Noonan.
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